
Recipients of the Amelia Earhart Woman of Achievement 

2016- Cheryl J. Rogers 

Cheryl Rogers is passionate about music and about sharing all the gifts that music 
has to offer. Recently retired from Oswego High School after 35 years in public 
education, Rogers spent a career encouraging, shaping and molding her students 
into skilled young musicians and performers.  

Growing up in Pittsburgh PA, Rogers has always been musical. She remembers 
sitting down and playing piano at age 5. When it was time to go to college, she 
chose Edinboro University in Pennsylvania and nursing as her major because her 
high school guidance counselor told her there was no future in music. The college 
orchestra director at Edinboro routinely contacted incoming students to see if 

theywanted to play in the orchestra, and Rogers auditioned. Within a week she had changed her major 
to music and never looked back.   

Rogers graduated with a Bachelor of Science in music education from Edinboro and went on to pursue a 
Master of Science in music education from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. In between degrees, she 
started her career in music education in 1978 in Wellsville, NY where she was a replacement for a 40-
year veteran strings teacher. It was a challenging start following someone who was there for so long and 
being the sole string teacher for grades 4-12, so she jumped at the chance to join the Oswego City 
Schools to launch a new string program for the district.  She soon immersed herself in all aspects of the 
district’s music program, including orchestra, marching band, and school musicals.   

At OHS, Rogers was beloved by her students and respected by her colleagues, for whom she served as 
team leader for 10 years. During her time at OHS she had a rocking chair in her office where students 
and faculty would come in to talk and seek advice.  Rogers’ teaching philosophy has always been not just 
to teach music to kids, but to teach kids through music. 

Over the years, Rogers’ musical talents have taken her all over the northeast. It was during her 
involvement with the Rochester Crusaders Drum and Bugle Corps that she met her husband Rick Rogers 
Jr. Together they marched in drum and bugle corps throughout CNY. Rick passed away in 2009 but is 
being inducted into the World Drum Corps Hall of Fame this year.  

Rogers’ other interests include being an avid kayaker and a member of the Minetto beautification 
committee. She is also a strong advocate against puppy mills and has rescued and fostered over 50 dogs 
through the years. She was active in bringing “Bark Heard Around the World” to Syracuse in the mid 
2000’s to raise awareness about the inhumane conditions in puppy mills and the need to support and 
adopt through rescue organizations.   

As one might expect, Rogers will remain active in retirement and plans to continue teaching, guest 
conducting, judging NYSSMA solo festivals and volunteering with the Youth Education in the Arts 
program in Allentown, PA. Rogers plans to remain in Oswego, at least during the summers, enjoying the 
area and spending time with friends. 

2015 Julie E. Chetney 
2014 Diane Cooper-Currier 
2013 Deborah Deeb  
2012 Melanie Trexler 
2011 Mary Ciappa 
2010 Shirley Cianfarano                                               
2009 Jane Murphy                



2008 Kathleen Fenlon                    
2007 Deana Masuicca                                     
2006 Peg McKinstry                                            
2005 Mary Shanley                                                   
2004 Ida Hawley 
2003 Laura McCarey    
2002 Deborah Stanley 
2001 Mercedes Niess  
2000 Ellen Wahl   
1999 Charlotte Sullivan  
1998 Carolyn A. Rush  
1997 Barbara Manwaring   
1996 Helen Breitbeck    
1995 Janette Resnick 
1994 Rosemary Nesbitt 
1993 Margaret Falise 
1992 Eleanor Sereno 
1991 Linda Tyrell 
1990 Marcia C. Moore 
1989 Muriel Allerton 
1988 Barbara Peters 
1987 Salley Sappey 
1986 Mary Lou Dowd 
1985 Kathleen Perkins 
 

 

 


